Please see several updates and resources below.  These will also be updated on the LST website http://www.livesmarttexas.org/.   

Events/ Presentations:
1. Please remember to complete the Live Smart Texas Survey.  The survey will be open until August 5th and should take no more than 10 minutes.  The survey will allow us to better assess and meet the needs of you and your organization.  Please click here to complete the survey.  
2. Don't forget to register for this year's Southern Obesity Summit, to be held in New Orleans October 2-4, 2011.  For more information and registration please visit their website at http://www.cvent.com/events/5th-annual-southern-obesity-summit/event-summary-127f68896739445f9d4c74cdd0cf1fa6.aspx
3. Discover how the community development and health sectors are working together to reduce persistent health inequalities and create healthier communities for all. The Intersection of Community Development and Health conference will be held on September 28th, 2011 at the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, Houston Branch in Houston, Texas.  For more information about the conference and speakers, visit http://dallasfed.org/cd/events/2011/healthy.cfm
4. Public comment period is open on the Interagency Working Group standards for food marketing to kids.  (July 14th deadline for written comments)  Sign onto the letter.  Please write to the IWG today.  Include your name, state, and submit your letter through our coalition partner.  For more information visit the website at  www.preventobesity.net    

5. On May 7-9, 2012, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Division of Nutrition, Physical Activity and Obesity, will host Weight of the Nation™, at the Omni Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C. Weight of the Nation™ is designed to provide a forum to highlight progress in the prevention and control of obesity through policy and environmental strategies, and is framed around five intervention settings: early care and education; states, tribes and communities; medical care; schools; and workplaces. For more information please visit their website at www.weightofthenation.org
Resources: 
1. Following a revelation at AISD middle School lunchroom that was serving two meals a day completely free of junk food with an 82% acceptance by the school population. With changes in the WIC program on the horizon is it about time to launch a parent focused initiative that calls for those parents receiving support from Department of Agriculture/ Nutrition Services etc. to participate in a orientation/training as a means of encouraging acceptance of healthy living by family and the child. Through the use of a variety of techniques employing PTA/ Social Services and Parks and Rec/ YWCA etc.
2. A report from the Institute of Medicine on Early Childhood Obesity Prevention Policies, summarizes the best available evidence about key strategies for preventing obesity among children under age 5. The report recommends ways individuals, organizations and policymakers can ensure that young children have healthy environments in which to live, learn and play. Access the full report.

3. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has announced $10 million in funding through the FY11 Prevention and Public Health Fund “to establish and evaluate comprehensive workplace health promotion programs across the nation to improve the health of American workers and their families. The initiative is aimed at improving workplace environments so that they support healthy lifestyles and reduce risk factors for chronic diseases like heart disease, cancer, stroke, and diabetes.” http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/06/20110623a.html.  The program will be run by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, with the application deadline set for August 8th - https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=9d08916a6197cae87513ebe6969d9f6a&tab=core&_cview=1
4. Adult obesity rates increased in 16 states over the last year and did not decrease in any, according to F as in Fat: How Obesity Threatens America’s Future 2011, a report from Trust for America's Health and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  Learn more and read the full report.
Awards: 
1. Just Announced! Healthy People 2020 Community Innovations Project: Request for Proposals (RFP) Do you have an innovative plan to use Healthy People 2020 to improve the health of your community? Awards are available for Community Based Organizations (not-for-profit) to address one or more Healthy People 2020 topic areas—with a special emphasis on environmental justice, health equity, or healthy behaviors across all life stages. Proposals are due on August 5, 2011 with awards to be announced in early November. The project period will run from December 1, 2011 to May 31, 2012. 
For more information and to download the RFP, please go to www.healthypeople.gov or http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/implementing/funding.aspx
Jobs: 

1. The Integrated Care Collaboration (ICC) seeks to improve the delivery of healthcare services for the Central Texas community and healthcare providers. Through the utilization of analytics and the examination of raw data, ICC allows the healthcare community to make better business decisions and to validate or contradict existing models of medical treatment and service delivery. Their ultimate goal is to create a healthier community and provide better patient services for Central Texas.  The ICC is seeking a senior healthcare analyst to perform highly advanced professional research and epidemiological work.  Interested candidates may contact Dana Craven the Director of Projects at the ICC, if they have additional questions or to submit their resume at DCraven@icc-centex.org.  Please see attached document for more information

